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Table 3.13.1

2001 
Census

             % of 
  population

1996 
Census

Change 
1996-2001 % change

Population 130,375   100.0 132,230 -1,855 -1.4
Australian born 57,407   44.0 62,515 -5,108 -8.2
Overseas born 62,425   47.9 65,012 -2,587 -4.0
Birthplace not stated 10,543   8.1 4,700 5,843 124.3
Overseas born - English speaking countries 4,677   3.6 5,148 -471 -9.1
Overseas born - non-English speaking countries 57,748   44.3 59,864 -2,116 -3.5
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders 657   0.5 713 -56 -7.9
Language other than English spoken at home 80,850   62.0 82,921 -2,071 -2.5
Overseas born arrived since 1996 12,777   9.8
Overseas born arrived since 1996 from NESC 11,741   9.0

Table 3.13.2
Overseas Born: Birthplace by Gender, 2001 and 1996 Census

Birthplace Males Females Persons % of OSB  
1996 

Census
Change 

1996-2001 % change
China (excl. SARs and Taiwan) 3,983 4,334 8,317   13.3 7,541 776 10.3
Lebanon 3,824 3,703 7,527   12.1 9,060 -1,533 -16.9
Greece 3,126 3,149 6,275   10.1 6,945 -670 -9.6
Viet Nam 2,224 2,471 4,695   7.5 5,271 -576 -10.9
Korea, Republic of (South) 1,543 1,588 3,131   5.0 2,806 325 11.6
Italy 1,497 1,452 2,949   4.7 3,336 -387 -11.6
New Zealand 1,072 1,070 2,142   3.4 1,984 158 8.0
Philippines 804 1,204 2,008   3.2 2,331 -323 -13.9
Fiji 812 943 1,755   2.8 2,113 -358 -16.9
Indonesia 803 772 1,575   2.5 1,144 431 37.7
England 780 664 1,444   2.3 1,851 -407 -22.0
Portugal 655 640 1,295   2.1 1,268 27 2.1
Hong Kong (SAR of China) 615 663 1,278   2.0 1,463 -185 -12.6
India 625 494 1,119   1.8 1,149 -30 -2.6
Egypt 575 526 1,101   1.8 1,365 -264 -19.3
Cyprus 459 500 959   1.5 1,108 -149 -13.4
Pakistan 557 299 856   1.4 586 270 46.1
Bangladesh 455 318 773   1.2 253 520 205.5
Samoa 241 283 524   0.8 699 -175 -25.0
Malaysia 244 272 516   0.8 498 18 3.6
Iraq 307 172 479   0.8 240 239 99.6
Syria 233 227 460   0.7 466 -6 -1.3
Cook Islands 230 216 446   0.7 282 164 58.2
Macedonia, FYR of 225 213 438   0.7 504 -66 -13.1
Mauritius 197 217 414   0.7 582 -168 -28.9
Yugoslavia, Federal Republic of 190 195 385   0.6 n.c. n.c. n.c.
Tonga 175 182 357   0.6 366 -9 -2.5
Croatia 182 167 349   0.6 353 -4 -1.1
Germany 142 171 313   0.5 353 -40 -11.3
Sri Lanka 150 140 290   0.5 457 -167 -36.5
Other birthplaces 4,188 4,067 8,255   13.2 n.c. n.c. n.c.

Total overseas born 31,113 31,312 62,425   100.0 65,012 -2,587 -4.0
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Table 3.13.3
Birthplace by Age: Selected Birthplace Groups, 2001 Census
Percentage in age group of each birthplace - total expressed as a number
Birthplace Age 0-12 Age 13-24 Age 25-54 Age 55-64 Age 65+ Total
China (excl. SARs and Taiwan) 3.6 12.5 65.3 6.7 11.9 8,317
Lebanon 1.8 8.5 64.4 13.6 11.7 7,527
Greece 0.6 1.3 33.7 34.4 29.9 6,275
Viet Nam 1.7 14.8 71.3 5.9 6.3 4,695
Korea, Republic of (South) 8.2 15.6 57.5 9.5 9.3 3,131
Italy 0.3 0.9 31.2 25.5 42.0 2,949
New Zealand 22.1 21.5 48.4 5.1 2.9 2,142
Philippines 7.3 19.3 62.8 6.3 4.3 2,008
Fiji 5.2 20.7 61.4 7.6 5.0 1,755
Indonesia 8.0 18.9 63.0 6.5 3.7 1,575

Table 3.13.4
Languages other than English Spoken at Home by Gender, 2001 and 1996 Census

Language Males Females Persons
 % of LOTE 
   speakers  

1996 
Census

Change 
1996-2001 % change

Arabic 9,684 9,117 18,801   23.3 20,004 -1,203 -6.0
Greek 7,222 7,209 14,431   17.8 15,421 -990 -6.4
Cantonese 3,732 4,055 7,787   9.6 7,450 337 4.5
Mandarin 2,770 2,942 5,712   7.1 3,998 1,714 42.9
Vietnamese 2,467 2,584 5,051   6.2 5,025 26 0.5
Italian 2,329 2,387 4,716   5.8 5,366 -650 -12.1
Korean 1,781 1,840 3,621   4.5 3,209 412 12.8
Portuguese 933 893 1,826   2.3 1,700 126 7.4
Tagalog (Filipino) 743 962 1,705   2.1 2,059 -354 -17.2
Indonesian 840 795 1,635   2.0 1,188 447 37.6
Spanish 679 693 1,372   1.7 1,532 -160 -10.4
Hindi 659 681 1,340   1.7 1,732 -392 -22.6
Urdu 589 388 977   1.2 672 305 45.4
Bengali 495 376 871   1.1 289 582 201.4
Samoan 384 463 847   1.0 1,105 -258 -23.3
Macedonian 347 348 695   0.9 776 -81 -10.4
Chinese, nfd 320 323 643   0.8 1,328 -685 -51.6
Tongan 258 268 526   0.7 495 31 6.3
Turkish 266 255 521   0.6 581 -60 -10.3
Fijian 234 265 499   0.6 383 116 30.3
French 240 248 488   0.6 700 -212 -30.3
Croatian 223 226 449   0.6 520 -71 -13.7
Serbian 161 164 325   0.4 285 40 14.0
Polish 135 146 281   0.3 391 -110 -28.1
Maori (Cook Island) 136 138 274   0.3 212 62 29.2
Punjabi 132 106 238   0.3 333 -95 -28.5
Tamil 117 104 221   0.3 211 10 4.7
Thai 72 142 214   0.3 181 33 18.2
Maltese 100 112 212   0.3 280 -68 -24.3
Hungarian 84 106 190   0.2 236 -46 -19.5
Other languages 2,208 2,174 4,382   5.4 5,259 -877 -16.7

Total LOTE speakers 40,340 40,510 80,850   100.0 82,921 -2,071 -2.5
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Table 3.13.5
English Language Competency by Age: Selected Language Groups, 2001 Census
Language Age 0-12 Age 13-24 Age 25-54 Age 55-64 Age 65+ Total
Arabic

Speak English well/very well 3,376 4,086 6,251 800 434 14,947
Speak English not well/not at all 719 190 1,456 501 677 3,543
Total including not stated 4,235 4,327 7,806 1,308 1,125 18,801
Percent not well/not at all   17.0   4.4   18.7   38.3   60.2   18.8

Greek
Speak English well/very well 1,334 1,733 5,664 1,393 955 11,079
Speak English not well/not at all 181 22 619 1,030 1,271 3,123
Total including not stated 1,553 1,785 6,371 2,456 2,266 14,431
Percent not well/not at all   11.7   1.2   9.7   41.9   56.1   21.6

Cantonese
Speak English well/very well 907 1,185 2,062 181 100 4,435
Speak English not well/not at all 421 72 1,761 344 655 3,253
Total including not stated 1,375 1,263 3,859 529 761 7,787
Percent not well/not at all   30.6   5.7   45.6   65.0   86.1   41.8

Mandarin
Speak English well/very well 542 687 2,065 64 56 3,414
Speak English not well/not at all 316 92 1,312 178 315 2,213
Total including not stated 894 787 3,410 247 374 5,712
Percent not well/not at all   35.3   11.7   38.5   72.1   84.2   38.7

Vietnamese
Speak English well/very well 631 808 1,328 71 34 2,872
Speak English not well/not at all 376 83 1,301 138 203 2,101
Total including not stated 1,045 897 2,656 214 240 5,052
Percent not well/not at all   36.0   9.3   49.0   64.5   84.6   41.6

Italian
Speak English well/very well 236 459 1,761 601 783 3,840
Speak English not well/not at all 23 .. 74 178 523 803
Total including not stated 269 469 1,854 792 1,332 4,716
Percent not well/not at all   8.6   4.0   22.5   39.3   17.0

All speakers of languages other than English
Speak English well/very well 9,857 12,663 29,313 4,285 3,327 59,445
Speak English not well/not at all 3,069 682 8,781 2,962 4,414 19,908
Total including not stated 13,539 13,538 38,559 7,347 7,868 80,851
Percent not well/not at all   22.7   5.0   22.8   40.3   56.1   24.6

Table 3.13.6
Ancestry by Birthplace of Parents: Selected Ancestry Groups, 2001 Census

Total  

Ancestry

Both 
parents 
born in 

Australia

Mother Aust
born/Father 

OSB

Father Aust
born/Mother 

OSB

Both 
parents 

born 
overseas

Parent(s) 
birthplace 
not stated 

responses

Chinese 104 73 112 2,828 168 12,571 459 16,315
Greek 1,286 903 338 5,308 257 7,124 447 15,663
Australian 10,185 1,555 973 1,304 507 479 545 15,548
Lebanese 446 707 288 5,754 349 7,139 544 15,227
English 7,529 1,367 785 1,113 342 2,382 399 13,917
Italian 710 569 196 2,140 86 3,110 214 7,025
Irish 3,659 501 281 270 84 710 124 5,629
Vietnamese 13 .. 19 999 67 3,261 172 4,537
Korean .. .. .. 449 20 3,040 111 3,643
Indian .. 36 30 391 22 2,173 52 2,710

Australian Born Overseas 
born 

Not stated 
birthplace 
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Table 3.13.7
Religious Affiliation by Gender, 2001 and 1996 Census

Religion Males Females Persons
             % of 
  population

1996 
Census

Change 
1996-2001 % change

Catholic 18,393 19,174 37,567   28.8 40,600 -3,033 -7.5
Orthodox 9,747 9,574 19,321   14.8 20,145 -824 -4.1
Islam 8,042 7,003 15,045   11.5 12,723 2,322 18.3
No Religion 6,289 5,547 11,836   9.1 15,161 -3,325 -21.9
Anglican 4,595 5,295 9,890   7.6 12,780 -2,890 -22.6
Buddhism 3,614 4,127 7,741   5.9 4,342 3,399 78.3
Uniting Church 1,514 1,770 3,284   2.5 3,606 -322 -8.9
Presbyterian & Reformed 1,384 1,520 2,904   2.2 3,230 -326 -10.1
Hinduism 926 853 1,779   1.4 1,946 -167 -8.6
Baptist 672 825 1,497   1.1 1,826 -329 -18.0
Religious belief, nfd 611 615 1,226   0.9 267 959 359.2
Pentecostal 563 612 1,175   0.9 1,037 138 13.3
Christian, nfd 515 583 1,098   0.8 887 211 23.8
Oriental Christian 450 448 898   0.7 1,033 -135 -13.1
Jehovah's Witnesses 197 258 455   0.3 430 25 5.8
Other Protestant 203 244 447   0.3 583 -136 -23.3
Seventh-day Adventist 190 232 422   0.3 408 14 3.4
Salvation Army 131 189 320   0.2 400 -80 -20.0
Latter Day Saints 149 138 287   0.2 302 -15 -5.0
Lutheran 128 144 272   0.2 346 -74 -21.4
Sikhism 137 112 249   0.2 306 -57 -18.6
Churches of Christ 72 96 168   0.1 254 -86 -33.9
Other Christian 79 86 165   0.1 143 22 15.4
Druse 73 58 131   0.1 170 -39 -22.9
Judaism 43 53 96   0.1 114 -18 -15.8
Nature Religions 21 38 59   0.0 22 37 168.2
Chinese Religions 23 22 45   0.0 71 -26 -36.6
Baha'i 16 17 33   0.0 30 3 10.0
Brethren 16 11 27   0.0 52 -25 -48.1
Spiritualism 3 17 20   0.0 19 1 5.3
Other religions 89 80 169   0.1 110 59 53.6
Inadequately described 246 191 437   0.3 195 242 124.1
Not stated 5,767 5,545 11,312   8.7 8,692 2,620 30.1

Total persons 64,898 65,477 130,375   100.0 132,230 -1,855 -1.4


