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Table 3.22.1

2001 
Census

             % of 
  population

1996 
Census

Change 
1996-2001 % change

Population 101,541   100.0 99,285 2,256 2.3
Australian born 65,895   64.9 66,992 -1,097 -1.6
Overseas born 31,918   31.4 30,174 1,744 5.8
Birthplace not stated 3,728   3.7 2,116 1,612 76.2
Overseas born - English speaking countries 14,805   14.6 13,582 1,223 9.0
Overseas born - non-English speaking countries 17,113   16.9 16,592 521 3.1
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders 106   0.1 85 21 24.7
Language other than English spoken at home 16,103   15.9 14,883 1,220 8.2
Overseas born arrived since 1996 6,576   6.5
Overseas born arrived since 1996 from NESC 2,966   2.9

Table 3.22.2
Overseas Born: Birthplace by Gender, 2001 and 1996 Census

Birthplace Males Females Persons % of OSB  
1996 

Census
Change 

1996-2001 % change
England 3,015 2,910 5,925   18.6 5,803 122 2.1
South Africa 1,840 2,011 3,851   12.1 3,017 834 27.6
Hong Kong (SAR of China) 1,268 1,511 2,779   8.7 2,980 -201 -6.7
New Zealand 1,065 1,180 2,245   7.0 2,034 211 10.4
China (excl. SARs and Taiwan) 672 859 1,531   4.8 1,184 347 29.3
Korea, Republic of (South) 570 670 1,240   3.9 1,186 54 4.6
United States of America 567 594 1,161   3.6 1,073 88 8.2
Malaysia 405 511 916   2.9 844 72 8.5
Taiwan 411 480 891   2.8 1,039 -148 -14.2
India 407 414 821   2.6 642 179 27.9
Japan 326 467 793   2.5 1,133 -340 -30.0
Scotland 344 333 677   2.1 703 -26 -3.7
Germany 303 360 663   2.1 701 -38 -5.4
Italy 250 190 440   1.4 446 -6 -1.3
Iran 221 206 427   1.3 306 121 39.5
Singapore 186 231 417   1.3 347 70 20.2
Canada 181 199 380   1.2 383 -3 -0.8
Indonesia 155 208 363   1.1 330 33 10.0
Netherlands 186 170 356   1.1 375 -19 -5.1
Philippines 111 218 329   1.0 268 61 22.8
Ireland 143 153 296   0.9 291 5 1.7
Papua New Guinea 135 136 271   0.8 304 -33 -10.9
Hungary 132 136 268   0.8 329 -61 -18.5
Sri Lanka 118 134 252   0.8 164 88 53.7
Poland 105 120 225   0.7 208 17 8.2
Fiji 84 92 176   0.6 157 19 12.1
Switzerland 83 84 167   0.5 157 10 6.4
Zimbabwe 84 80 164   0.5 112 52 46.4
Greece 81 79 160   0.5 150 10 6.7
Austria 83 75 158   0.5 203 -45 -22.2
Other birthplaces 1,735 1,841 3,576   11.2 3,305 271 8.2

Total overseas born 15,266 16,652 31,918   100.0 30,174 1,744 5.8
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Table 3.22.3
Birthplace by Age: Selected Birthplace Groups, 2001 Census
Percentage in age group of each birthplace - total expressed as a number
Birthplace Age 0-12 Age 13-24 Age 25-54 Age 55-64 Age 65+ Total
England 9.3 7.9 45.0 15.8 21.9 5,925
South Africa 14.5 21.7 51.4 6.0 6.3 3,851
Hong Kong (SAR of China) 7.6 32.4 49.3 6.5 4.2 2,779
New Zealand 10.4 11.6 51.4 13.1 13.5 2,245
China (excl. SARs and Taiwan) 2.4 9.7 47.0 17.7 23.3 1,531
Korea, Republic of (South) 8.8 28.4 50.4 9.4 3.0 1,240
United States of America 26.6 19.3 42.6 7.1 4.3 1,161
Malaysia 3.5 12.7 61.5 14.2 8.2 916
Taiwan 7.5 38.5 48.3 4.9 0.8 891
India 3.2 9.9 56.2 17.3 13.5 821

Table 3.22.4
Languages other than English Spoken at Home by Gender, 2001 and 1996 Census

Language Males Females Persons
 % of LOTE 
   speakers  

1996 
Census

Change 
1996-2001 % change

Cantonese 2,210 2,595 4,805   29.8 4,637 168 3.6
Mandarin 801 922 1,723   10.7 1,350 373 27.6
Korean 636 706 1,342   8.3 1,209 133 11.0
Japanese 404 485 889   5.5 1,252 -363 -29.0
Italian 364 353 717   4.5 608 109 17.9
German 253 345 598   3.7 770 -172 -22.3
Persian 243 214 457   2.8 273 184 67.4
Greek 190 213 403   2.5 391 12 3.1
Spanish 172 196 368   2.3 323 45 13.9
French 151 170 321   2.0 311 10 3.2
Arabic 138 140 278   1.7 290 -12 -4.1
Hindi 127 142 269   1.7 181 88 48.6
Indonesian 114 151 265   1.6 198 67 33.8
Netherlandic 100 121 221   1.4 209 12 5.7
Russian 84 112 196   1.2 137 59 43.1
Polish 85 97 182   1.1 144 38 26.4
Hungarian 81 99 180   1.1 197 -17 -8.6
Tagalog (Filipino) 60 116 176   1.1 102 74 72.5
Armenian 80 90 170   1.1 164 6 3.7
Punjabi 71 75 146   0.9 76 70 92.1
Hebrew 78 67 145   0.9 168 -23 -13.7
Chinese, nfd 71 73 144   0.9 197 -53 -26.9
Afrikaans 77 64 141   0.9 44 97 220.5
Hokkien 53 78 131   0.8 168 -37 -22.0
Gujarati 67 59 126   0.8 79 47 59.5
Sinhalese 52 55 107   0.7 63 44 69.8
Croatian 53 53 106   0.7 93 13 14.0
Vietnamese 40 50 90   0.6 45 45 100.0
Tamil 40 43 83   0.5 60 23 38.3
Czech 30 39 69   0.4 70 -1 -1.4
Other languages 582 673 1,255   7.8 1,074 181 16.9

Total LOTE speakers 7,507 8,596 16,103   100.0 14,883 1,220 8.2
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Table 3.22.5
English Language Competency by Age: Selected Language Groups, 2001 Census
Language Age 0-12 Age 13-24 Age 25-54 Age 55-64 Age 65+ Total
Cantonese

Speak English well/very well 486 1,168 1,919 419 207 4,199
Speak English not well/not at all 45 27 233 87 187 579
Total including not stated 534 1,207 2,161 506 394 4,802
Percent not well/not at all   8.4   2.2   10.8   17.2   47.5   12.1

Mandarin
Speak English well/very well 207 466 615 40 29 1,357
Speak English not well/not at all 37 20 207 47 49 360
Total including not stated 244 489 825 87 78 1,723
Percent not well/not at all   15.2   4.1   25.1   54.0   62.8   20.9

Korean
Speak English well/very well 145 351 423 52 17 988
Speak English not well/not at all 39 28 191 67 22 347
Total including not stated 184 382 618 119 39 1,342
Percent not well/not at all   21.2   7.3   30.9   56.3   56.4   25.9

Japanese
Speak English well/very well 104 168 331 41 24 668
Speak English not well/not at all 84 24 92 12 .. 220
Total including not stated 188 192 426 53 32 891
Percent not well/not at all   44.7   12.5   21.6   22.6   24.7

Italian
Speak English well/very well 50 76 309 92 129 656
Speak English not well/not at all .. .. .. .. 19 38
Total including not stated 61 81 322 99 152 715
Percent not well/not at all   12.5   5.3

German
Speak English well/very well 81 65 231 83 125 585
Speak English not well/not at all .. .. .. .. .. 11
Total including not stated 86 68 231 83 128 596
Percent not well/not at all   1.8

All speakers of languages other than English
Speak English well/very well 1,757 3,197 6,599 1,366 1,105 14,024
Speak English not well/not at all 309 126 829 261 401 1,926
Total including not stated 2,128 3,355 7,479 1,627 1,523 16,112
Percent not well/not at all   14.5   3.8   11.1   16.0   26.3   12.0

Table 3.22.6
Ancestry by Birthplace of Parents: Selected Ancestry Groups, 2001 Census

Total  

Ancestry

Both 
parents 
born in 

Australia

Mother Aust
born/Father 

OSB

Father Aust
born/Mother 

OSB

Both 
parents 

born 
overseas

Parent(s) 
birthplace 
not stated 

responses

English 19,821 3,749 2,513 2,482 447 9,535 595 39,142
Australian 23,707 3,642 2,724 554 466 1,315 633 33,041
Irish 7,217 1,018 663 453 145 1,738 149 11,383
Chinese 224 180 206 1,464 34 6,527 158 8,793
Scottish 1,462 378 244 337 31 1,021 22 3,495
German 1,194 336 172 357 19 1,169 43 3,290
South African .. 26 11 285 10 2,018 27 2,383
Italian 519 333 154 515 21 675 56 2,273
Korean .. .. .. 157 .. 1,236 17 1,421
Indian .. 27 23 283 .. 951 30 1,330

Australian Born Overseas 
born 

Not stated 
birthplace 
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Table 3.22.7
Religious Affiliation by Gender, 2001 and 1996 Census

Religion Males Females Persons
             % of 
  population

1996 
Census

Change 
1996-2001 % change

Anglican 13,597 15,800 29,397   29.0 30,007 -610 -2.0
Catholic 9,717 11,443 21,160   20.8 19,743 1,417 7.2
No Religion 7,426 6,429 13,855   13.6 15,190 -1,335 -8.8
Uniting Church 3,958 4,861 8,819   8.7 9,892 -1,073 -10.8
Presbyterian & Reformed 1,878 2,181 4,059   4.0 4,086 -27 -0.7
Judaism 1,944 2,033 3,977   3.9 3,914 63 1.6
Buddhism 873 1,108 1,981   2.0 1,125 856 76.1
Christian, nfd 593 668 1,261   1.2 992 269 27.1
Baptist 549 608 1,157   1.1 1,015 142 14.0
Religious belief, nfd 549 535 1,084   1.1 175 909 519.4
Orthodox 540 505 1,045   1.0 836 209 25.0
Hinduism 351 352 703   0.7 510 193 37.8
Lutheran 317 378 695   0.7 749 -54 -7.2
Seventh-day Adventist 248 364 612   0.6 744 -132 -17.7
Islam 301 279 580   0.6 421 159 37.8
Pentecostal 255 308 563   0.6 389 174 44.7
Other Protestant 119 146 265   0.3 304 -39 -12.8
Oriental Christian 94 92 186   0.2 198 -12 -6.1
Sikhism 89 90 179   0.2 81 98 121.0
Other Christian 75 87 162   0.2 167 -5 -3.0
Baha'i 86 69 155   0.2 96 59 61.5
Churches of Christ 61 85 146   0.1 154 -8 -5.2
Latter Day Saints 56 57 113   0.1 82 31 37.8
Jehovah's Witnesses 38 55 93   0.1 77 16 20.8
Salvation Army 44 40 84   0.1 79 5 6.3
Brethren 24 32 56   0.1 79 -23 -29.1
Nature Religions 22 28 50   0.0 29 21 72.4
Chinese Religions 27 16 43   0.0 43 0 0.0
Japanese Religions 15 17 32   0.0 31 1 3.2
Spiritualism 5 13 18   0.0 18 0 0.0
Other religions 104 81 185   0.2 155 30 19.4
Inadequately described 313 159 472   0.5 73 399 546.6
Not stated 4,061 4,293 8,354   8.2 7,831 523 6.7

Total persons 48,329 53,212 101,541   100.0 99,285 2,256 2.3


